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“And the Sash of twined linen, Techeiles, Argaman and red wool, embroidered...”

Many of the priestly vestments of the Kohein Gadol contained threads spun from five different components; red, blue, and
purple wool, as well as gold thread and linen. The vestments of the Kohein Hedyot were all made of pure linen, with the
exception of the Sash. The Ramban states that the sash was made completely from four blended threads (without the gold
thread), just like the Kohein Gadol's garments’. The Rambam argues that the sash was made of pure linen, and was
embroidered with the three colors of wool’. Some sources state that it was also embroidered with silk thread, although this
opinion is not generally accepted®. In any event, all agree that the sash of the Kohein Hedyot contained wool and linen just
like the Kohein Gadol’s vestments. The combination of wool and linen is normally forbidden to be worn due to the Issur of
Shaatnez. According to the Rambam, it was only permissible to wear these vestments during the Avodah itself. At the
completion of the Avodah the Kohen was required to change out of the priestly vestments into other clothes*. Some explain
that the Tw *Taa were special non-Shaatnez clothes that the Kohanim wore when they were not performing the Avodah®.

As we mentioned once before (see Issue #36 at length), the Rambam rules in accordance with the opinion that the sanctity of
the Beis Hamikdosh remains until today, and Korbanos may technically be brought even nowadays®. The Raavad and other
Rishonim disagree and maintain that like Eretz Yisrael, the area of the Beis Hamikdosh has a lessened sanctity and is no
longer fit to bring Korbanos’. The Acharonim point out that one of the many technical difficulties with the practical bringing of
Korbanos nowadays is the priestly vestment. Since according to the Raavad it is impossible to do the Avodah nowadays, it is
forbidden to wear the Sash while bringing the Korbanos since it is not considered Avodah and is forbidden as Shaatnez®.

The Mitzva of Shaatnez is generally classified as one of the Torah’s Chukim — Mitzvos that we do not know
their reason®. By fulfiling Hashem’s Chukim without understanding the reason behind them we bring honor to
Hashem. As the Passuk in Mishlei (2 n")) states, "™a7T anon o0& 722" — “The honor of Hashem is with the hidden things”™°.

Even so, Chazal and the Rishonim suggest several possible reasons for this Mitzva:

Reasons
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The Medrash Tanchumah states that Shaatnez is forbidden since the Korban offering that Kayin brought was flax
seeds, and Hevel's Korban was sheep. Hashem decreed that the Korban of “the sinner” — Kayin, should never mix
with the Korban of “the innocent” — Hevel".

The Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim states that the priests of Avodah Zoro would specifically wear clothing made from
Shaatnez. We are forbidden from donning such garments in the same way we are forbidden from following any of the
idolatrous practices of the Goyim'

The Daas Zekeinim explains that since the Paroches in the Beis Hamikdosh was made from Shaatnez, we should
not wear anything similar. This can be compared to the Issur of recreating the Ketores or any of the vessels in the
Beis Hamikdosh'®.

The Zohar offers a mystical explanation that wool and linen are under the jurisdiction of opposing spiritual forces.
Mixing these two forces can create catastrophic results in the mystical realms™

R’ Menachem Ricanti (one of the Rishonim) states that the word novw spells the words "r"v jow" — “Satan Avodah
Zoro”. This is the name of the Malach that can severely harm one who wears Shaatnez'™

Min The Torah refers to the mixture of wool and linen as rivyw. The Gemara states that the word noyw is an
Hatorah acronym for three words — i1 "o viw — three distinct processes in the production of thread. This is telling us
that in order for a garment to be forbidden as Shaatnez (Midoraysah) it must have gone through these three
processes'®. According to Rashi, viw means to card the fibers and comb them until they are smooth; "o is the process of
spinning them into thread; and i is to weave the threads together. In order for a garment to become Shaatnez (Midoraysah)
the wool and linen must be carded, spun, and woven together. If they were not combined together throughout these three
stages, even if they are woven together, or if one of these processes was not done to them, it is not forbidden Midoraysah"’.

Tosfos argues on two of these points. First of all, according to Tosfos, the definition of t11 is not weaving; rather it means to
twist two or more threads together to create a stronger more durable thread. Second, one does not necessarily have to
combine the wool and linen from the beginning of the three stages. As long as the wool and linen were each separately
carded, spun and twisted, if they are later combined into one garment it is considered Shaatnez Midoraysah'®. The Rambam
has another approach to this Halacha. According to him, as long as any of the three processes were used to combine the
wool and linen to each other, whether or not the other two processes were done at all, the combination is Shaatnez
Midoraysah'. Some explain that even the Rambam would agree that v — spinning the wool and linen together would not be
sufficient, unless they were also woven together”. The Shulchan Aruch rules like the Rambam?'

All of the above opinions are only discussing what defines a Shaatnez garment Midoraysah. All agree that Midrabanan even
if wool and linen are sewn together with two stitches it is forbidden to wear®’. According to the Rambam, this would comprise
an Issur D’oraysah. Even if the wool and linen are connected with a safety pin, some Poskim consider the garment to be
Shaatnez®. If the two materials are connected with a button or snap (that can be undone by hand) it is permitted®.
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Forbidden Linen is a product of the flax plant, a tall slender plant with a thick stalk. The flax stalks undergo a series of
Materials processes to create linen fibers. Initially the stalks are soaked or otherwise exposed to moisture, to break

down the inner woody stalk and the pectin gum, loosening the outer ring of fibers. This process is called
retting and used to be done in rivers or streams. Then the stalks are dried, beaten and combed to separate the straw from
the flax fibers. Finally the fibers are bleached and spun into linen thread®.

One common misconception regarding Shaatnez is that linen is uncommon in the modern “synthetic age”. In truth, although
linen is expensive and difficult to produce, the benefits of linen often outweigh these considerations due to linen’s many
advantages. The parallel arrangement of linen fibers creates a strong, sturdy fabric. In addition, linen is highly absorbent
(good for towels), a good insulator and colorfast. The combination of firmness and softness of linen often make it the fabric of
choice. Linen can be machine-washed (and grows softer with time and use) and tends to outlast cotton, enduring up to 20
years of use. Modern technology has succeeded in producing linen with extremely similar properties to cotton, with many
advantages. Over the past thirty years the demand for linen has risen dramatically. Approximately 70% of linen production in
the 1990’s was for clothing, whereas in the 1970’s only about 5% was used for this purpose. Currently researchers are
working on several types of flax/cotton blends, as a cooler more comfortable alternative to cotton. With the vast proliferation
of complicated textile blends, linen use has become increasingly common and difficult to identify. (In the coming issue we will
n"x discuss the Halachic status of blended thread.)

It is important to note that one cannot rely on the label of a garment to determine if it contains Shaatnez. In the U.S. a
manufacturer is not required to list fabric content that is less than 2% of the entire garment, whereas one thread of Shaatnez
is enough to forbid the entire garment. Hence, only a professional and reliable tester can truly determine that no Shaatnez is
present. One can use the label to identify garments that are likely to be problematic, such as those listing “other fibers” or
“recycled fibers”. (Also of note, is that wool and linen have similar sounding names in other languages. Linen is “Lin” in
French and “Lino” in Italian and Spanish. Wool is “Laine” in French and “Lana” in Italian and Spanish.)

There are several types of fibers that are similar in appearance to linen, and are also derived from plants similar to flax
(called “bast fibers”). Included in this class are: jute, hemp and ramie. Jute is one of the cheapest natural fibers, and is
second only to cotton in amount produced and variety of uses. The fabric made from jute is popularly known as burlap. The
flax-like material often used to protect Esrogim is actually not flax, rather it is jute. Hence, even if one were to weave this
material to his wool jacket it would not be a question of Shaatnez. Ramie is used to make such products as industrial sewing
thread, as well as fabrics for household furnishings and clothing, frequently in blends with other textile fibers (for instance with
wool to reduce shrinkage.) None of these fibers are a Shaatnez problem?, when it can be determined with a level of certainty
(by an experienced professional) that the material is not flax-derived.

Wool in regard to Shaatnez is defined as sheep’s wool, and not wool from any other animal such as camels or goats”. One
common misconception is in regard to cashmere. Pure cashmere wool is wool obtained from the Cashmere goat and is
permitted with linen. The name cashmere is sometimes incorrectly applied to any extremely soft wool, and therefore the
source of the cashmere must be ascertained if it is woven with linen. If it is indeed pure cashmere, it is not Shaatnez.

Testing In determining the components of a garment, Shaatnez testers use several methods. Some
methods of testing include: measuring the length of individual fibers, determining the
direction the fibers twist when wetted and then dried under certain conditions (linen naturally tends to
twist counter-clockwise®), as well as burning the fiber and noting the characteristics of the flame, the
scent produced, and the type of ashes produced®. These methods were especially vital in the days prior
to the use of the microscope in Shaatnez testing. Nowadays, a common method is to examine suspicious
fibers under a microscope. Wool and linen fibers are easily identified at the microscopic level, since the
structure of the individual fibers are completely different (see illustration, A — wool, B — linen, C - cotton).
Another aspect of the fiber that can be observed under a microscope is the size and shape of the lumen of the fiber (the
hollow cavity that runs through all vegetable fibers), which varies between different types of materials. Another modern
testing method is the use of specific chemicals which produce different colors when in contact with wool or linen.

In the next issue we will n""'x elaborate more on the laws of Shaatnez.
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