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The Maharal points out that the Yomim Tovim that we commemorate throughout the year, are all components of a greater
calendric cycle. The succession of Yomim Tovim begins with Pesach, where we begin our transition from the abyss of
Mitzrayim climbing upward towards Matan Torah'. The Yom Tov of Purim represents the apogee of this cycle of festivals®.
Purim is normally celebrated on the 14" of Adar for those dwelling in the niTon My — the “scattered” (unwalled) cities, which
is the case for most of Klal Yisrael. In cities that have or had a protective wall encircling them from the times of Yehoshua
Ben Nun, Purim is celebrated on the 15" of Adar (known as Shushan Purim)®.

This year the 14™ of Adar occurs on Erev Shabbos, and the 15" on Shabbos itself. This occurrence is a relatively rare one,
occurring (on average) only about once every 8-9 years. In fact, the next time this will occur is in 13 years, in 5781. When the
15" of Adar falls on Shabbos, those living in walled cities such as Yerushalayim experience a segmental version of Purim
known as w'2wnn oo — the “Threefold Purim”, as we shall explain. Although most Jews are technically unaffected by this
anomaly*, upon examination of some of the Halachic difficulties and discussions regarding w2iwnn oo, the relevance to the
laws of Purim in general is quite clear.

There are four basic Mitzvos observed on Purim: Reading the Megillah, narax? niann, nian ni?wn, and the Seudah. Each of
these Mitzvos need to be observed on w71un oMo over the course of the three days (i.e. Friday, Shabbos, or Sunday).
Which of the Mitzvos are observed on which of the days is the subject of our forthcoming discussion.

Megillah Reading: The Mishna tells us that when the 14™ of Adar occurs on Erev Shabbos and the 15" occurs on Shabbos,
walled cities such as Yerushalayim (hereafter referred to as simply “Yerushalayim”) read the Megillah on the same day as
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everyone else — on Erev Shabbos®. The Amoraim give two reasons why the Megillah is not read on Shabbos. The first
reason given is the same as by other Yomim Tovim such as Succos and Rosh Hashana, where we do not shake Lulav or
sound the Shofar on Shabbos. This is referred to as na1T n'1a — the edict of Rabah, which was instituted out of concern that
in his zeal to learn how to perform the Mitzvah, one may come to inadvertently carry a Lulav or Shofar in the street on
Shabbos. On Purim we are similarly concerned that one may carry his Megillah in the street and inadvertently transgress
Shabbos®. The second reason given by Rav Yosef is that since normally the reading of the Megillah is accompanied by the
distribution of n11ax? niann, the poor will be disappointed if the reading is on Shabbos when no money can be distributed’.

The Gemara cites a dispute regarding when a group of ten people is required for the reading of the Megillah (on a regular
Purim). Village dwellers that could not travel to the cities for Krias Megillah were permitted to read the Megillah on one of the
three days preceding Purim®. Rav states that when the Megillah is read on one of these earlier days ten people are required
for Krias Megillah. In absence of ten people, sufficient X0 'i01o would be lacking. When one reads on the appropriate day —
nnm, says Rav, one may read the Megillah alone without a group of ten®.

Rav Assi argues that even on the correct day of Purim one is required to read the Megillah with ten people. The Rishonim
dispute whether Rav Assi meant that one who reads the Megillah alone has not fulfilled his obligation at all, or simply that it is
preferable not to do so'’. The Shulchan Aruch rules that even when reading the Megillah on the appropriate day, one should
preferably read it with ten people. If he cannot do so, he has still fulfilled his obligation".

The above is in regard to an ordinary Purim. When it comes to w71wn o9, as stated, those residing in Yerushalayim read
the Megillah on Friday instead of Shabbos. When Krias Megillah was originally enacted by the n711an no1> 'wax they intended
the Megillah to be read on the day of Purim, regardless if it falls on Shabbos or not. Only later was it decreed not to read the
Megillah on Shabbos, to prevent Shabbos transgression. This fact leaves us to ponder: When a resident of Yerushalayim
reads the Megillah on Friday the 14™ of Adar, is he considered to be reading at the appropriate time — ninra, or is he to be
compared to a village dweller reading the Megillah on a premature date? If he is to be considered reading at an early time —
nanm X7w, then a resident of Yerushalayim reading the Megillah in Yerushalayim require a group of ten. Although everyone
should n'7'nn>% have ten people for Krias Megillah, in the case of w'7iwn nmuo it would be an absolute requirement'?.

In actuality the Rishonim are divided on this issue. Is Krias Megillah for Yerushalayim (on the 14"‘) considered the appropriate
time - ninta or not? Many Rishonim contend that it is considered the appropriate time, since everyone is reading on that day
and there exists no lack of xo1 'mione. Hence, the Megillah may be read alone with a Bracha (when ten people are
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unavailable)™®. Many others argue that even so it is not considered ninra and as such, one may not recite a Bracha when
reading the Megillah alone in Yerushalayim™. The Mishna Berura rules that a Bracha should not be recited™. R’ Yosef Chaim
Zonnenfeld 7"x1, the x\anxT X0 of Yerushalayim, as well as others disagree and rule that a Bracha should be recited'®. When
reading for women, ten women is also sufficient (see notes').

Another interesting query that arises on Purim w'21wn is the case of a boy becoming a Bar Mitzva on Shabbos. In this case,
the boy heard the Megillah on Friday when he still retained the status of a minor. On Shabbos when he becomes obligated in
Mitzvos, no one will read the Megillah despite the fact that it is technically the correct day for Krias Megillah. The Brisker Rov
and others rule that in this case the boy should read the Megillah again on Shabbos, to fulfill Krias Megillah as an adult. In
this case we are not concerned that he will carry the Megillah in the street since this is a rare and isolated case'®. Others
argue that once Chazal forbade Krias Megilla on Shabbos, it is forbidden for everyone without exception'®. Some Poskim
suggest that on Shabbos the boy should read the chapters of Tehillim found in Hallel, in place of reading the Megillah®.

Since according to many Poskim, on w'2wn oo one is required to hear the Megillah together with ten people, the Brisker
Rov was extremely careful not to miss hearing a single word of Krias Megillah from the Baal Koreh?'. Although on a regular
year one can make up the words he misses by reading them from his own Megillah (or Chumash), on w'21wn oo reading to
oneself would not suffice since he did not hear those words together with the Tzibbur. The Chazon Ish dissents, stating that
even one who catches up on some words on his own is still considered to have heard the entire Megillah with the Tzibbur®.

One additional point of contention in the Acharonim is in regard to a resident of Yerushalayim reading the Megillah for a
resident of another place. As we explained, since the resident of Yerushalayim is not reading on the day originally intended
for him, he may be unable to be x'xin someone who is fully obligated to read on the 14",
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The Pri Chadash states that a Megillas Esther on this Shabbos (since it is forbidden to read from) is Muktzeh, although on
any other Shabbos it is not?**. Most Poskim disagree®.

DI'ax? ninn: As we mentioned above, two reasons are given by Chazal for reading the Megillah in Yerushalayim on
Friday instead of Shabbos. The second reason given by Rav Yosef was that the needy look forward to the day of Krias
Megillah as the day that they will receive their nnarrax? niann. As such, the propitious time for nnarraxs niann is clearly on the
day the Megillah is read (i.e. on Friday)®*. The funds should be given to the needy of Yerushalayim?. Some Poskim state that
one can also fulfill the obligation of nrrax? niann on Sunday, if he neglected to do so on Erev Shabbos?®. This is due to the
fact that the monies given for n1arax? niinn are meant to be used for the recipient’s Seudas Purim on Sunday®. R’ Moshe

Shternbuch x"v7w writes that even one who gave on Friday should additionally give n'arax? niann on Sunday as a “Hidur”*’.

Shabbos: The addition of n*01n 7y is recited on Shabbos only. Some mention that one should also say n'01n 7v on Sunday
as part of the Harochamon in Birchas Hamazon of the Seudah®'. The Parsha of 77y xa'1 is read on Shabbos®.
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Seuda: The Passuk in the Megillah states "iay' X721 D2y D170 72 2y oydT 2y DYy D DD 19291 n'p"— “The Jews
observed and accepted upon themselves, their progeny and all who joined them, so that it should not pass...”**. The Gemara
explains that the last two words 1iay! X1 - so that it should not pass, teach us that although some of the Mitzvos of Purim
may be observed in certain scenarios on an earlier date, they may never be observed after the day of Purim has passed®.
From this Gemara, many conclude that none of the Mitzvos of Purim may be observed after the 15" of Adar, even on Do
w7iwn.* Others understand the Gemara to only be referring to the Mitzva of Krias Megillah and not to the Mitzvos pertaining
to Simchas Purim, such as Seudah and Mishloach Manos®.

The Yerushalmi states that when Purim falls on Shabbos, the festive Purim Seudah is delayed to Sunday, rather than being
observed on Shabbos. Purim requires a special Seudah for the sake of Simchas Purim, which cannot be observed on
Shabbos when one is already celebrating Shabbos®’. Many Rishonim and Acharonim rule in accordance with the Yerushalmi,
that the Seudas Purim is observed on Sunday®. The Shulchan Aruch and Mishna Berura rule likewise®. Other Rishonim
express doubt as to whether the above Gemara agrees with the Yerushalmi on this issue. The Meiri rules that the Seudah
should take place on Friday, just like Krias Megillah*’. Others indicate that according to the Bavli, the ideal time for the
Seudas Purim is on the day of Purim itself (i.e. on Shabbos)*'. For this reason many Poskim encourage one to celebrate an
additional Seudah on Shabbos (aside from the normal Seudas Shabbos) in honor of Purim*. If one is unable to eat an
additional meal on Shabbos, he should at least add a special dish in honor of Seudas Purim*®. One should bear in mind that
the most important Seudah is to be eaten on Sunday, as it is the main day for Simcha. One should take care not to become
over-intoxicated on Shabbos and thereby be unable to fulfill the Mitzva of Simchas Purim on Sunday properly*.

The Meshech Chochmo in his commentary on the Megillah mentions a novel concept. In the secular calendar the day is
followed by the night, in contrast to our calendar where the night follows the day. Thus, when Achashveirosh decreed the
annihilation of Klal Yisrael and subsequently their right to defend themselves on the 13" of Adar, it included the night that
followed the 13" as well. The days of celebration that followed (the 14™ and 15™ of Adar) also included the night following
them. Hence, the Meshech Chochmo concludes, on w7iun oo the propitious time to eat the Seudah is on Motzei Shabbos,
the night after the 15" of Adar*®. This is not in conflict with the Passuk of niay' ™ since at the time of the miracle of Purim
the night was included with the previous day.
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Even on a regular year, the Rama and Mishna Berura encourage one to celebrate on the eve of Purim with a Seudah, albeit
a smaller one than by day*. Therefore, in any case one should try to make a Seudah on Motzei Shabbos of w7iun oo,
regardless of whether one follows the Meshech Chochmo or not. The only point of controversy is in regard to eating meat at
this Seudah. According to the Magen Avraham, one should specifically not eat meat at the evening Seudah, in order to
differentiate between the minor Seudah at night and the main Seudah by day*’. The Meshech Chochmo would seemingly
require meat at the evening Seudah®, unlike the Magen Avraham.

The Minhag to eat Kreplach (meat-filled dumplings) on Purim is of ancient origin. Although this Minhag should seemingly be
observed at the Seudah of Purim, others suggest otherwise, with the following rationale: The reason for eating Kreplach on
Purim is since the meat concealed within the pastry is analogous to the veiled manner in which the events of Purim unfolded.
If so, the most logical time to eat this traditional cuisine is on the day of Purim itself (i.e. on Shabbos)*.

The Chida cites a Minhag that even those residing outside of Yerushalayim who observe Purim on the 14™ of Adar, should
make an additional Seudah on the 16" of Adar to commemorate the day of celebration in Yerushalayim®.

Mishloach Manos: Regarding Mishloach Manos, the general consensus of the Poskim is that it is directly linked with the
Mitzva of Seudas Purim, since both share the aspect of Simchas Purim. Hence, according to the Yerushalmi and the
accepted ruling of the Poskim, both the Seudah and Mishloach Manos are on Sunday®'. Those who are scrupulous to also
eat a Seudah on Friday, should also give Mishloach Manos then®?. Regarding Shabbos, since many Poskim require (or at
least encourage) a Seudas Purim on Shabbos, Mishloach Manos should also be given then®. However, the Chazon Ish was
wary of giving Mishloach Manos on Shabbos outright as it may be considered 7inT xTav.>* To avoid this problem, some
suggest that one should have guests at his table on Shabbos and serve them something extra. The guests should specifically
intend to acquire the extra portion as their own, so that it can be considered a gift from the host™.

Costumes: The Rama toward the end of Hilchos Purim mentions the Minhag to wear masks on Purim to enhance Simchas
Purim®. Seemingly, on wiwn nio when the primary Seudah is celebrated on Sunday, the correct time to observe this
Minhag is on Sunday. Some Seforim cite an additional reason for wearing masks on Purim, namely, so as not to embarrass
the poor that are collecting funds on Purim. Since everyone is masquerading incognito, no one needs to be ashamed to
solicit money®’. According to this explanation, Friday (the day of Matonos LaEvyonim) would be the more suitable day.
Costumes should not be worn on Shabbos, since one can easily come to violate Shabbos in the process of assembling or
tying the costume®.

Drasha: The Gemara in Megillah states “Dr' 7w 1nnaya pwam 7w - nawa nrn? YN 0ie 17 2 ywin' 21 mal’ — “R
Yehoshua ben Levi said: Purim that occurs on Shabbos, we discuss and preach about the day [of Purim]’*. According to
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Tosfos, this is a law unique to Purim that falls on Shabbos. When Purim is on Shabbos there lacks any somatic experiences
related to Purim (with the exception of n'01n 7v), and one can easily lose focus on the essence of the day. For this reason,
Chazal instituted that the Rabbonim and leaders should speak about the day of Purim, so that it will not be overlooked®.
Other Rishonim state that this Halacha applies to every year, regardless of the day of the week that Purim occurs®'.

Rashi explains that the topic of discussion in the aforementioned sermon should be an explanation of Megillas Esther. The
Ritva similarly comments that the Rav should speak about the miracle of Purim®. The Rambam and many other Rishonim
argue that the main topic should be about the Halachos of Purim and not necessarily the story itself®®. Clearly one who
wishes to fulfill both opinions, should speak about both the miracle of Purim and its laws.

Traveling: The laws pertaining to one traveling from Yerushalayim to another city, or vice versa, are extremely complex
involving many conflicting opinions. A full discourse of these laws is well beyond the scope of this work. Hence, it will have to
suffice with mentioning just one very problematic scenario.

An individual that travels from Yerushalayim to another city may or may not acquire the status of the city he has travelled to.
This would depend when he arrived and what his intentions were. If one travels this year from Yerushalayim on Friday
morning to another city, and remains there for the entire Shabbos, he may have exempted himself completely from Purim in
both places. Simply put, such a person was not yet at the destination city when Friday began (the day of Purim there), and
was also not in Yerushalayim on Shabbos (the day of Purim there). This scenario should be avoided, by traveling to one’s
destination before Friday (i.e. Thursday afternoon or at the least by Friday daybreak)®.

Aveilus: The Poskim dispute whether a mourner (residing in Yerushalayim) is required to observe the laws of mourning on
the 16" of Adar or does Sunday have the same laws as Purim itself®®. Regarding Tachanun, according to many Acharonim,
Tachanun is said on Sunday by those residing outside of Yerushalayim®. The contemporary Poskim in Eretz Yisrael are split
on this matter®. The Minhag in the US is to say Tachanun on the 16" of Adar®.

Chazal tell us that following the coming of Moshiach, all the Yomim Tovim will be annulled with the exception of Purim and
Yom Kippur®. May we all merit to see the coming of Moshiach speedily, and together celebrate this w'7iwn pmio in
Yerushalayim x"1a n'nan.
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