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The Yom Tov of Chanukah was established by Chazal to
give praise for the great miracles that Hashem did for the
Chashmonaim during the times of the Second Beis
Hamikdosh. This ultimate purpose — 7701 nimin% — is the
basis and primary intent of the Mitzva to light Neiros
Chanukah'. The Gemara in Shabbos states: :xain 21 MK
D'MdN 'TN7N 0 " a2 a0 - “Rav Huna said: One
who is ragil to light a candle will have children that will be
Talmidei Chachamim™. The Rishonim dispute if Rav
Huna’'s statement (which is cited immediately following a
discussion regarding Neiros Shabbos and Neiros
Chanukah) refers to the Neiros of Shabbos, the Neiros of
Chanukah or both®. The explanation of ragil is also subject
to dispute. Some explain that ragil (literally: accustomed)
refers to someone who uses a generous amount of oil*.
Others explain that it refers to one who lights the Neiros
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with affection for the Mitzva®. The Tur explains ragil as
using a beautiful candelabrum for Shabbos (or Menora for
Chanukah)e. R’ Yitzchak (the son of the Raavad) points
out, that although everyone fulfills these Mitzvos not
everyone witnesses the actualization of Chazal’s
assurance. This is so, he explains (in the name of Eliyahu
Hanavi), because rarely do people fulfill the Mitzva with all
of its intricate and detailed Halachos, as we shall see’.

Neiros The Gemara states that the basic Mitzva
Chanukah of Neiros Chanukah is that one candle be

lit per household. One who wishes to be
mehader should light one candle for each member of the
household. The greater level of mehadrin min hamehadrin
is reached if one adds an additional candle each night,
beginning with one candle until eightg. The Rishonim vary
in their understanding of the mehadrin min hamehadrin
level. According to Tosfos, if one is adding a candle every
night only one person should light in each household,
since if every member of the household lights it will not be
clear which night of Chanukah it is®. The Rambam argues
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that the mehadrin min hamehadrin is that each member of
the household lights on his own an additional candle each
night1°. The Minhag of the Sefardim follows the opinion of
Tosfos, whereas Ashkenazim follow the opinion of the
Rambam, as cited by the Rama''.

Women Women are included in this Mitzva even

though it is a time-bound Mitzva, since they
had a part in the miracles of Chanukah'?. Hence, a
woman that lives alone is obligated to light Neiros, and
may do so on behalf of other members of the household
as well™>. However, since a man’s wife is considered 19125
— a part of himself, a woman is not obligated to light if her
husband lights even to fulfill the Mitzva Le’'Mehadrin™.
Many have the custom, that even unmarried girls do not
light on their own and are Yotzeh with the head of the
household. The Chasam Sofer explains this Minhag, that
since originally the Neiros Chanukah were meant to be lit
outside, nn19 7171 N2 T2 75 — “the glory of a princess is
when she is inside”, she should not come out to the street
unnecessarily15.

Just like Neiros Shabbos, one is required to acquire
Neiros Chanukah even if he must solicit funds door-to-
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door or even if he must sell his clothes®. If one only has
enough funds to purchase either Neiros Chanukah or
Neiros Shabbos, the Neiros of Shabbos take precedence,
since Neiros Shabbos enhance Shalom Bayis”. One is
not required to light more than the minimum (one candle
per night) if he cannot afford to do so™®.

Types of Although it is customary to use a
Neiros “Menorah” (“Chanukiyah”) for lighting the

Neiros Chanukah, the question often
arises (from necessity or creativity) if this is indeed a
requirement. Can one simply melt the candles directly to
the tabletop? Can one light a wooden stick'®? What about
electric Menorahs?

The Shulchan Aruch rules (based on the Gemara in
Shabbos) that all types of oil and wicks are valid as
Chanukah lights, even those that are invalid for Neiros
Shabbos®. The preferable type of fuel ("\namn M nixn) is
olive oil, since it is reminiscent of the miracle that occurred
in the Beis Hamikdosh?'. The Poskim discuss exactly how
similar we should make the Neiros Chanukah to the
Neiros in the Beis Hamikdosh, and which similarities (if
any) will invalidate the Mitzva if they are not present. For
example, all agree that although in the Beis Hamikdosh, if
the Neiros became extinguished they were required to
relight them, Neiros Chanukah do not need to be re-lit
(07 1Pt '8 NN2d) although it is preferable to do so?.
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In the Beis Hamikdosh, each night the wicks were
replaced with fresh ones for the new lighting. Regarding
Neiros Chanukah, the Shulchan Aruch explicitly states
that this is not required®. In fact, the Mishna Berurah
advises that the already burnt wicks are preferable since
they catch fire easier. (Nowadays, this may not be the
case with all wicks). However some do point out, that
since the first wick that is lit is the primary Mitzva (the rest
are only for Hiddur, see above), the wick that was used on
the first night, should be moved to the left so that it is lit
first on the second night as well, since wTija |"7yn — we do
not downgrade a Mitzva item from a more prestigious
Mitzva to a lesser one. The same rule applies for the
remaining nights®. Some Rishonim (mentioned in the
Darchei Moshe) concur, that the custom is to replace the
wicks every night — similar to the Beis Hamikdosh?.

Another question discussed regarding the Neiros is the
definition of a 711. Some Poskim discuss the possibility that
a 11 must be able to stand on its own and have the status
of a "15%. According to this opinion, one may not light
candles that are merely attached to the tabletop, nor may
one use vegetable peels, potatoes or other non-Keilim as
Neiros Chanukah. Most Poskim omit this requirement, and
many state explicitly that it is not necessary®. Regarding
electric Menorahs, there are many problematic issues, see
below #107.

The Torah tells us that produce of the
Shmittah year is intended "n'7ox7" — to eat,

Shmittah
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and not to destroy it*. From this we learn that Shmittah
produce may only be consumed in a manner that is
considered the most proper and befitting form of
consumption®®. One may use Shmittah products for eating,
drinking and to dye clothes. One may even burn Shmittah
oil for light and warmth, since this is considered a befitting
form of consumption Any other type of use that is not the
most befitting form of consumption for this specific item
may not be done. For example, one may not oil a pan with
Shmittah oil to prevent food adhesion, nor may one
produce soap from Shmittah oil*'.

Regarding Neiros Chanukah, many Poskim forbid lighting
Neiros Chanukah with Shmittah oil since one is not
allowed to benefit from the Neiros, hence it is not
considered a proper form of consumption®’. R’ Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach %"t and others permit the use of
Shmittah oil for Neiros Chanukah, since the Pirsumei
Nissa itself can be considered a form of benefit to the
person. This can be compared to one who lights a
Shmittah oil lamp to be able to learn or perform another
Mitzva, which is certainly permitted even though Mitzvos
are not for personal benefit (nn1 nian'? Ix? nuxn)33.

On Erev Shabbos, the Neiros Chanukah
should be lit prior to the Neiros Shabbos.
Although usually the Mitzva that is performed more
frequently should be done first, in this case we do not do
so, since according to some Rishonim, the lighting of
Neiros Shabbos is considered an acceptance of Shabbos
and she is then forbidden from kindling of Neiros

Shabbos
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Chanukah®.  This applies even when the Neiros
Chanukah are lit by the husband and the Neiros Shabbos
by the wife, since the husband is lighting for both of
them®.

One may light the Neiros Chanukah from Plag Haminchah
and onward®. One should not light Neiros Chanukah a
long time before the Neiros Shabbos, rather they should
be lit as close to Shabbos as possible37. According to
some Poskim, one should not accept Shabbos earlier than
necessary on Shabbos Chanukah, so that the lighting of
the Neiros Chanukah will be as close to nightfall as
possible38. In Yerushalayim (where Neiros Shabbos are
usually lit 40 minutes before Shkiah), on Shabbos
Chanukah the lighting of Neiros Shabbos is done closer to
Shabbos than usual®. According to most Poskim, one
should preferably daven Mincha before Hadlokas Neiros
Chanukah since the lighting Neiros Chanukah is
connected with the acceptance of the next day4°.

Motzei On Motzai Shabbos one should daven
Shabbos Maariv as early as possible, so as not to

miss the preferential time for lighting
Neiros*'. One who normally waits until the Zman of
Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes) should not change his usual
Minhag, but should light as soon as possible after that
Zman*?. In general, when a question of priority comes up
regarding Mitzvos, the rule is to prioritize the Mitzva that is
performed more frequently during the year 11'xwi1 3n)
(o 2,1, On Motzai Shabbos Chanukah, this tenet
is overruled, as the Poskim say that in shul (in Kehillos
such as ours, where Havdala is made in shul) the Menora
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is lit before Havdala, usually prior to 77 |n1. There are
several reasons for this:

1) Neiros Chanukah involve x01 mi019 — publicizing
the miracle, which takes precedence over other
Mitzvos.

2) We wish to delay the proclamation of the end of

Shabbos™.
R’ Moshe Soloveitchik 7"vr explained, that the
lighting of the Menorah in Shul is a Minhag only
for the Tzibbur and not on individuals. Therefore,
only prior to the conclusion of davening are the
individuals gathered together in shul united as a
Tzibbur, with the obligations as such. After
davening has finished they do not have the status
of a Tzibbur and are not obligated to light**.

Upon coming home, the same dilemma presents itself.
The Rama (nw) based on many Rishonim paskens that
just like in Shul, one should first light the Menorah and
then say Havdala®®. The Taz and others argue that that
the order should be reversed in accordance with the
above rule of v nwwi vn.* Since there are valid
arguments to both sides, the Mishna Brura states, that
either way is acceptable. t"in The Wurzburger Rav 7"xt
related an interesting Minhag of Rav Wolf Hamburg 9"xr
who would light all the candles except the Shamash, then
would make Havdala, and then light the Shamash. In this
way he would be honoring the opinion of the both the
Rama and the Taz"".

If one forgot to say nnmiun nnx (and thereby has not
discharged even the D’oraysoh obligation of Havdala),
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according to the Magen Avraham (x"o7n n"ix) one should
make Havdala first and then light the Menora. According
to the Mishna Berura (nw) one just needs to say M
"n%? wTip 2 '*1ann, which suffices for the D’oraysah
obligation, and he then may do whatever he usually does.

Lighting Originally the Mitzva of Hadlokas Neiros
Outside Chanukah was instituted to light nno %y

yinan M= — on the outside of the door to
one’s house®™. In the times of Chazal, houses often
shared a common courtyard — 1xn which was used as an
area to perform many household chores such as baking
and laundering clothing. Rashi understands that the
obligation is to light at the door of the house, inside this
common x¥n.* Although the Neiros are meant to be seen
by those passing in the street, it is sufficient that the
Neiros can be seen from the street inside the xn. This
manner is preferable since it is clear which Neiros are
associated with each member of the shared 1x¥n.* Tosfos
argues that one must light the Menora at the entranceway
to the axn in the public street so that all of the passersby
can see the Neiros in the street’’. The Shulchan Aruch

rules that one who has a axn in front of his house should
light at the entrance to the qx¥n.*?

As we explained, in the times of Chazal the nxn was a
multi-purpose area used for many household tasks.
Nowadays, even those who share a common courtyard
with their neighbors generally do not use this courtyard to
cook, bake, do laundry etc. Hence, the Chazon Ish was of
the opinion that nowadays we do not have the axn that
Chazal referred to, and everyone should light at the
doorway of their house®®. The Brisker Rov argues that
nowadays one is still obligated to light at the doorway of
the 1¥n as the Shulchan Aruch rules®. However, he
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requires an additional stipulation, that the doorway have a
nnon My — two doorposts and a lintel, in order for the
entrance to the 1xn to be a valid doorway for the Mitzva®®.

One who follows the Minhag to light indoors, and lives in
an upper floor of a building (below 20 Amos (31.4 - 37.8
ft.56) from the street) should light in his window®’.
According to the Chazon Ish and others it does not matter
which room the Neiros are in, provided that they are
visible from the street’®. If one has a window in the room
where he eats and another in his bedroom that both face
the street and are equally visible, one should light in the
dining area™. According to R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
7"x7 it is preferable to light on the right side of the window
if this will not lessen the visibility of the Neiros®.

If one lives above 20 Amos and has a choice between
lighting in his window which faces the street or to light
inside by the door, most Acharonim (including the Mishna
Berura and R’ Moshe Feinstein 7"x1) conclude that it is
preferable to light at the window where there will be more
“Pirsumei Nissa” — publicity for the Mitzva®'. Many
Chassidim have the custom to light inside by the door as
supposed to the window®. If such a person has a window
that is visible from an adjacent building, the contemporary
Poskim dispute if this is sufficiently considered Pirsumei
Nissa and equivalent to lighting below 20 Amos®.

Even those who have the custom to light outside,
according to the Chazon Ish, in an apartment building one
should not light at the entrance to the building since this is
not considered a xn nowadays, and is also not the
entrance to his private home®. Instead, such a person
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should light inside by a window (or preferably a porch
door) facing the street. R Shlomo Zalman Aurbach %"t
and v"n7a' R’ Elyashiv x"u"w rule that since the lobby of
the building is used by all the residents to access their
respective apartments, it is considered a 7xn and one may
light at the entrance of the building®®. One who wishes to
fulfill both opinions should light in both places.

Times of The Gemara tells us that included in the
Danger decree to light Neiros Chanukah was the

stipulation that at a time of danger it is
sufficient to light on his table (inside the house)%. The
Rishonim dispute precisely what type of danger Chazal
were referring to. Rashi explains that the Persians had a
law that forbade anyone from lighting a flame in their
home on their holidays. The only flames that were
permitted were in the Persian temple. The “Chaveirim” (a
group of Persians) would conduct searches to enforce this
law. Any lit lamps that were discovered would be
confiscated and taken to the idolatrous temple. This was
understandably a source of great anguish to the Yidden,
who would watch their sacred Neiros Chanukah being
taken to be used in the Persian temple. Hence, Chazal
permitted one to light inside the house, away from the
eyes of the Persian police®’.

The Meiri rejects this explanation, since the “Chaveirim”
would search inside the homes for transgressors, lighting
inside at that time wouldn’t help68. Tosfos defends Rashi’s
opinion and explains that it was permitted to have a flame
on one’s table for dining. If the Menora was on the table,
the Chaveirim would not confiscate it*°. Other Rishonim
explain that the danger referred to by Chazal was a
general decree against fulfillment of Mitzvos (as was
common during many times in our history). Hence, Chazal
allowed during these times for one to light on his table,
since then it would not seem as if he is performing a
Mitzva™. Others include any type of danger in this general
allowance, even if the danger is merely that the Goyim will
throw stones at the lights etc’".
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The Ittur (one of the Rishonim) writes that even at times
when the danger of lighting outside has passed, the
Minhag remains to light inside. However, he adds that one
who is able to light outside should do so’2. Other Rishonim
strongly question the basis for the Minhag to light inside at
times of freedom’®. Even so, many Acharonim write that in
Chutz Laaretz the Minhag is to light inside even if there is
no danger from the non-Jewish neighbors”. Several
explanations are offered for this leniency. The Aruch
Hashulchan explains that since outside Eretz Yisrael there
is usually inclement weather during Chanukah, the wind
and cold will extinguish the flames. Chazal did not obligate
a person to purchase a special weather proof enclosure
for his Neiros’®. Others explain that since some places in
Chutz Laaretz will need to light inside because of danger,
the Minhag became for all of the Diaspora to light inside
so as not to differentiate between places76.

One of the Poskim of the previous generation, R’
Yehoshua Menachem Ehrenberg 9"t of Tel Aviv (1904-
1976), writes in his sefer Dvar Yehoshua a startling ruling.
He writes, that nowadays even in places where there is no
danger at all, one must light inside and does not fulfill his
obligation by lighting outside. He reasons that once the
decree of Chazal was altered to light inside the house, the

Mitzva to light outside is no longer in effect at all”’. All the
Poskim of the time, including R’ Elyashiv x"o7w, fiercely
rejected this opinion as baseless and clearly rebuffed by

the Gemara itself”®. The Minhag today in Eretz Yisrael (in

many sects) is to light outside as the Mitzva was originally
instituted. The Brisker Rov was once forced to light inside
due to a driving rainstorm. After the rain had ceased, he
went outside and lit again to fulfill the Mitzva of lighting
outside’®. One who is able to light outside and lit inside,
according to R’ Shlomo Zalman Aurbach %"xr, is not
required to light again outside®. Others say that he has
not fulfilled his obligation at all and must relight81.
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The Neiros Chanukah should be placed on
the left side of the doorway (when entering).
In this way, when one enters the house he is environed by
Mitzvos; the Mezuza on his right and the Neiros Chanukah
on his left*. The Zohar writes that this is the meaning
behind the Passuk, wia? nna 75 » 7wn nna%7 xan X7
"n1vw — “She does not fear the snow [i.e. suffering] for her
household, since her house is adorned with Shanim”.
According to this esoteric explanation, the word “Shanim”
is not translated as “scarlet” rather as “doubles” (i.e.
Shnayim), and refers to the double Mitzva of Mezuza and
Ner Chanukah®. The Acharonim mention other hidden
references to this Mitzva as well®. If one placed the
Neiros on the right side of the door, he has fulfilled the
Mitzva B'dieved®. If the Neiros will be visible to the street
on the right side of the door and not on the left it is
preferable to light on the right, since Pirsumei Nissa
overrides being surrounded by Mitzvos®. If one is using a
doorway that does not have a Mezuza (e.g. a renter for
less than 30 days), the Neiros should be lit on the right

Left Side

In the Gemara, Rabba states that there is a

Mitzva to place the Neiros Chanukah within

the first Tefach (3.15-3.78 inches) next to
the doorpostss. Rashi explains that the purpose of this
Halacha is in order that it should be clear that the Neiros
are associated with the residents of this doorway®.
(Houses were generally closer to each other in those
times than they are today.) Although this reason would not
always apply, the Rishonim state that there is a Mitzva to
place the Neiros within a Tefach of the doorway even
when one is lighting inside the house™. The Rama
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stipulates that if there are several members of the
household lighting Neiros, it is preferable that each person
light in his own clearly defined place than to crowd all the
Neiros together in one Tefach in a way that will not be
clear how many Neiros each person has 1it®".

Ten Since candles used for light are most
Tefachim useful when placed higher up, the
Shulchan Aruch rules that the Neiros
Chanukah should specifically be placed below ten
Tefachim (31.4 — 37.7 inches) to clearly distinguish them
from ordinary candles®. Alternatively, the reason the
Neiros should be lit within ten Tefachim is to symbolize the
position of the Neiros in the Beis Hamikdosh. The Menora
in the Beis Hamikdosh was 18 Tefachim high, and had
three steps leading up to it that were 3 Tefachim each.
Hence, when the Kohen stood atop these three steps to
light the Menora, the Neiros were 9 Tefachim above
where he stood. To symbolize this, the Chanukah Neiros
are placed below 10 Tefachim®. The Rishonim state that
this Halacha is only the preferential manner of lighting and
is not a requirement for the fulfillment of the Mitzva®,
Other Rishonim omit this Halacha completelygs, or even
imply that lighting above 10 Tefachim is preferable™.

If one only has a window above ten Tefachim, it is
preferable to light there than to light elsewhere in the
house within the desired Shiur - below ten Tefachim®.
The entire flame of the Neiros should be below 10
Tefachim®. According to the Arizal, the flames should be
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a drop higher than seven Tefachim®. The Kaf Hachaim
quotes the Arizal that this is not necessary as long as the
Neiros are above 3 Tefachim'®. According to the Seder
Hayom, one should specifically light between 10 and 18
Tefachim (like the height of the Menora in the Beis
Hamikdosh)m. The Acharonim contend that this opinion is
contrary to the Gemara and the Shulchan Aruch which

state that the Neiros should be below 10 Tefachim'®.

Travelers & In Chutz Laaretz, a guest or traveler that
Guests has a room set aside for his exclusive

use, should light in that room'®. If the
guest is also eating by his hosts he may light with the Baal
Habayis and need not light in his room'™. If a guest does
not have his own exclusive room, although the Gemara
mentions the possibility of simply acquiring a portion in the
Neiros of the Baal Habayis, it is customary nowadays that
the guest lights his own Neiros along with the host'®. If
one is in a train or the like, according to some Poskim he
is required to light there since it is considered his house
for the time being1°6. On a plane where it is an
impossibility to light candles mid-flight (or in a hospital),
some Poskim suggest that one use an electric light
(without a Bracha), since according to some minority
opinions an electric light is sufficient for Neiros

Chanukah'”’. Obviously, the best advice is to avoid this
scenario altogether by scheduling the flight at a time that
does not interfere with Hadlokas Neiros.
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If one is staying by relatives or parents and eating and
sleeping there, even if during the day he returns home for
a few hours, he should light in the place where he is
sleeping1°8. If a guest knows that his wife is lighting at
home, he does not need to light in his hosts home'®. If he
does not wish to be exempted with his wife’s lighting,
according to some Poskim, he may light on his own with a
Bracha'"®. The Mishna Berura suggests that since this
point is subject to dispute, he should make sure to light
prior to the time his wife is lighting, so that he has
definitely not been exempted yet by his wife lighting at
home'"". (This is not always a possibility when there is a
substantial time difference between the two locations. In
this case, according to some opinions he cannot recite a
Bracha on his own, and should listen to the Bracha of the

host instead''?.)

Bachurim in Yeshiva, according to the Chazon Ish, should
light in the dining area of the Yeshiva since this is
considered the main living area'"”. Other Poskim argue
that their personal room is the only area that can be
considered their “house” and the correct place to Iight114.
Some suggest that if one eats in his room at least for the
days of Chanukah, he can fulfill both of these opinions
equally. If the dining and sleeping areas are in the same
building, according to some Poskim, it does not matter

where one Iights”s.

Times to The primary time for lighting Neiros
Light Chanukah, according to the Gemara, is at
“Shkiah”'"®. There are three opinions in the
Rishonim explaining which “Shkiah” is referred to here.
(The Shkiah printed in the calendars is not the only time
referred to by this name.)
1) According to the Rambam, Shkiah is sunset'"’ (as
printed in the calendars).
2) Rabbeinu Tam and others state that it is 13-14
minutes before nightfall (known as “the second
Shkiah”)""®.
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3) Tosfos states that the time for lighting is at Tzeis
Hakochavim (nightfall)'*®. (nypw qi0)

The Shulchan Aruch rules like Tosfos that lighting should
be at nightfallm. The Gra and others argue that the Neiros
should be lit at Shkiah'*'. (The Gra rules like the opinion
of the Geonim that sunset is considered Shkiah'?). The
Minhag in Yerushalayim follows the Gra to light at
sunset'?®. One who is following this custom should light
approximately 10 minutes after the Shkiah printed in the
calendars, to allow for variations in the exact time of
sunset based on altitude and other factors'®. Some
Gedolim would light at an “in between” time in order to
fulfill all the opinions at least B’dieved. For example, the
Chazon Ish would light 20 minutes after Shkiah'®. R’
Aharon Kotler 7"xt would light 25 minutes after Shkiah'?°.
Many Yeshivos follow this Minhag.

The Gemara states that one may light |n 727 n%Dnw TV
lwn — until the passersby in the market have ceased (1/2
hour after nightfall)m. The Rishonim dispute if one who
missed this deadline may light afterwards or not'?®. The
Rama rules that nowadays that we light inside (in Chutz
Laaretz), one does not have to light by this time, although
one preferably should'?. Many Acharonim rule that one
should not make a Bracha if one is lighting after this
time'®. Others rule that one can make a Bracha until
Chatzos™', or even until dawn'? In places where the
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Hadlokas Neiros is outside, if the husband cannot make it
home early enough to light in time, he should ask his wife
to light for him on time™>. In any event, this should not be
a cause of strife between spouses.

The Chofetz Chaim related that his Rebbe R’ Nochum’ke
would wait for his wife to return home even though this
would mean lighting the Neiros late at night. He explained
that the Gemara says that one who cannot afford a Ner for
both Shabbos and Chanukah, should purchase the Ner for
Shabbos, since Neiros Shabbos enhance Shalom Bayis.
Certainly, he concluded, the Neiros Chanukah which are
pushed aside completely for Shalom Bayis should not be
the cause for lack of Shalom Bayis!134

One who lights early in the evening should make sure to
fill the cups sufficiently so that they will burn at least one
half hour after nightfall135. The Neiros should preferably be
lit when the entire family is present to publicize the miracle
of Chanukah to the entire household'®. The Mekor Chaim
states that one should preferably remain by the Neiros for
at least a half hour™. From the writings of R’ Shlomo
Zalman Aurbach 7"x1 it also seems that it is desirable, but

not obligatorym.

One should not derive benefit from the Neiros, even
though one lit an extra light as a Shamash™. R’ Chaim
Kanievsky x"u"7w was asked regarding the permissibility
of using a “musical Menora” (a Menora that plays music
when the candles are lit by sensing the heat), since one is
deriving benefit from the heat of the candles. He
responded that it is permitted since music is not the type
of benefit that is forbidden'*.
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There is much discussion in the Rishonim regarding the
Nusach of the Bracha on Neiros Chanukah™'. According
to the Mishna Brura, one should say noin 7w M ,7"71.1'7.142
Some Rishonim write that the last two words should be
pronounced as one word — n21n7¥ (or according to the
Chazon Ish — nQ-I]D'?V_J)MS. This was the Minhag of the
Chazon Ish and R’ Yaakov Kaminetsky e

YomTov& The Rambam clearly refers to Chanukah as
Seuda a day of Simcha'*. Other Rishonim call it a
Yom Tov'*®. Even so, many Rishonim state
that there is no Mitzva to eat a Seudah on Chanukah, and
that such a Seudah would be considered a Seudas
Reshus (a permitted but not obligatory meal)147. The
Raavya argues that since Chanukah is a Yom Tov, it
requires a meal with bread'. Many other Rishonim
compare Chanukah to Purim and other Yomim Tovim that
require Seudos as part of the Simchas Yom Tov. Some
Acharonim write that one should be sure to make a
Seudah on each night of Chanukah'*. Others specifically
make a Seudah on the eighth night, known as “Zos
Chanukah”'®. The Shulchan Aruch writes that the Seudos
on Chanukah are considered Seudos Reshus. The Rama
argues that the Seudah can be considered a Seudas
Mitzva. This is true, since although for the miracle of
Chanukah there may not be reason to make a Seudah,
there is still basis to celebrate and commemorate the
inauguration of the Mishkan that took place on the
Chanukah. If during the meal one sings praise to Hashem
for the miracles He has done for us the meal is certainly

considered a Seudas Mitzva'".
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The Levush comments that Chazal did not institute a
Mitzva of eating and drinking to celebrate the miracle of
Chanukah, whereas for the Mitzva of Purim they did. The
reason for this, he explains, is that the miracle of Purim
involved a salvation from physical annihilation. It follows
that the means of celebration to commemorate that
miracle should be somatic. On Chanukah when we
celebrate our deliverance from the Greeks who wished to
obliterate the Torah and Mitzvos — and not our physical
beings, the suitable form of celebration is that of Torah
and Mitzvos and not Seudos'®. The Taz disagrees with
this reasoning, since Chazal tell us that causing another to
sin is more severe than Killing him'®*, Many Acharonim
counter, that even so, Chanukah still calls for a different

type of celebration — one with spiritual attributes'™.

Dreidel The game of Dreidel was instituted during

the times of the Greeks as a facade for
teaching Torah. For this reason many have a Minhag to
play Dreidel on Chanukah as a remembrance for the time
when it was necessary in order to teach Torah™. (It
follows that learning Torah is also as much if not more of a
Zeicher for the Neis...) Many deep and mystical
references for the Dreidel and the letters found on it "2 )
(‘o/'w 'n are found in Sifrei Chassidus'®. Interestingly,
some suggest that the purpose of playing Dreidel is
paralleled to the game of hiding the Afikomen. Since
nowadays we light inside, the main Pirsumei Nissa is to
the members of the household. Playing Dreidel will keep
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the children awake to publicize the Neis and impress upon

them the sacrifice required for Torah Iearning157.

The Poskim decry the custom of some people to utilize the
days of Chanukah as days for playing card games etc.
The days of Chanukah are meant to be a time of growth in
Torah and praising Hashem, not to be squandered with
games and other such activities'. Other Acharonim state
that really games like these should be forbidden all year;
however, on Chanukah it was permitted so that those who
felt the need to play around have an outlet at one time a
year159. The Chavos Yair laments that these “permissible”
days had to be on the exalted days of Chanukah and not

at another time'®.

If the game involves wagering money, there are additional
Halachic complications. Chazal forbade the activity of

Nl 7nwn — a form of dice playing, classifying it as a
)161

minor form of stealing (712 pax) >". This is so, because the
people that are wagering their money do not fully
relinquish their money when they place the bet. They are
always hoping/assuming that they will win. Therefore, the
winner is always taking from people who never really
intended to give up their money. The Poskim dispute
regarding which scenarios this ruling applies. According to
the Mechaber, based on the Rambam, all forms of betting
games are included'?. The Rama rules more leniently,
and permits betting games when all the money is placed
on the table (since it is then considered forfeited prior to
the game)'®.
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The Mishna Berura and the Aruch Hashulchan rule
stringently in accordance with the Rambam and the
Mechaber, in spite of the Rama’s more Ilenient
approach'®. The Mishna Berurah adds, that even if all the
money is owned by the head of the household, it is still
forbidden, since it will lead to playing these games with
others for other people’s money'®. Some Poskim say that
if all the money is returned to the head of the household at
the conclusion of the game, it is permitted166. Some permit
playing for money (when it is all owned by the n'an 7va),
provided that it is clear to the children that such games are
only played on Chanukah and it is only involving small

change'®.
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