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Many times one is faced with different questions as
to what requiresevilah For example, glass, china,
stoneware etc. Thealachosof how totovel were
dealt with in a previous issue. In this issue w# wi
discuss which materials and items reqtenglah

The Sour ce - Reason

After the war withMidyantheposuk explains how
the keilim taken from themidyanim were to be
prepared for use. Utensils that were used oveaea fi
should bekasheredhrough fire and purified with a
sprinkling of waterKeilim which did not come in
contact with fire only need to keveledin water.
The reason for doingevilas keilimis to bring
kedushato the utensil by removing the impurity of
the goyim? Thistevila is similar to what oy does
when he wants to become Jewish.

Materials Requiring Tevilah

Metal- Items made of metal (gold, silver, copper,
steel, tin or lead) are required to be immersed
m’'doraisa’

! Bamidbar 31:23, Rashi “v'chol,” see Ramban on23}:
Mesechtas Avoda Zara 75b, Rambam Machalus Asuri®s 17
and 5, Refer to Da'as Zekanim M'balei Hatofas wine t
Yiddin were only commanded to do this mitzvah after tlae w
with Midyan. See Tevilas Keilim pages 44-47 in dept

2 Pprisha Y.D. 120:2, Taz 120:1, Ben Ish Chai MaZos,
Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 37:1, Tevilas Keilim page 4&ke
Rosh Avoda Zara 5:36.

% Ritvah Avoda Zara “Haveh” page 103 (old).

* Refer to Mesechtas Avoda Zara ibid, Tur Y.D. 120,
Shulchan Aruch Y.D. 120:1, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch:137
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What Requires Tevilah

Glass

Since glass is similar to metal in that it can be
melted down and reformed, it requirésvilah®
There is a big discussion in thmoskim if glass
requires tevilah m'doraisa or m'rabbanan’
Nonetheless, glass must toseledwith aberacha

Wood
ltems made from wood do not requieilah’

Por celain-Earthenware
There is a discussion in tip@skimif an item made
from porcelain requirevilah® The custom of

Mishnah Berurah O.C.
Y.D.120:23.

5 Refer to Mesechtas Avoda Zara ibid, Mesechtas I&imb
15b, Prisha 9, Shulchan Aruch ibid, Levush 6, B&m Chai
Matos 2:6, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 37:1, Aruch Ha'khan
24-25, Shevet Ha'Levi 6:245:1, Yabea Omer Y.D. 4.8:
Orchos Habayis page 79, Tevilas Keilim pages 37E3fes
L'Yaakov Y.D. 120:1.

6 Refer to Rambam Hilchos Machalus Asuros 17:5,ulsbv
14, Pri Chadash 3, Rav Akiva Eiger 120:14, ChuchAdam
73:1, Darchei Teshuva 13, Aruch Ha'shulchan 14hligos
V’hanhugos 2:409, Chai Ha'Levi 4:56:2, see Aruch
Ha'shulchan 24. Refer to Sdei Tzofim Mesechtas Av@dra
75b:page 573.

" Refer to Shulchan Aruch Y.D. 120:6, Ben Ish CRdi4,
Shiurei Beracha 120:4, Chuchmas Adom 73:1, TeWkiEm
11:164, Rivevos Ephraim 2:172:6.

8 Refer to Yad Ephraim Y.D 120:1, Pischei Teshuva 2,
Melamed L’huel Y.D. 50:page 47, Aruch Ha’shulch#n 2
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most people is not tdovel any item made from
porcelairi or earthenwar&’ Sometovel porcelain
without aberacha*

Aluminum

Whether or not aluminum (not disposable) requires
tevilah is a matter of dispute among tipeskim
Some say it should boveledwith a beracha'
while others say there is no requirementoteel it at
all.’®* Some suggest that ortevel an aluminum
utensil after one has already recited leeachaon

a metal or glass utensf.

Plastic / Rubber

The consensus of the majority of theskimis that
utensils made from plastic do not requir¢éeailah
prior to use> An example of this is Tupperware
utensils’® There are someoskim who say that
fortunate is the one who is carefultawvelplastic’’

The same holds true for utensils made from
rubber'®

Paper / Styrofoam
Utensils made from paper or styrofoam do not
requiretevilah™®

® Chuchmas Adom 73:1, Sheilas Yaavetz 1:67, Shiurei
Beracha 120:3, Darchei Teshuva 12, Aruch Ha'shuic?@,
Chelkes Binyonim 120:7, Chai Ha'Levi 4:56:6.

1 pri Megadim M.Z. Y.D. 103:17, Chuchmas Adom 73:1,
L'Torah V’horah 2:page 40, Orchos Habayis page ,79ek
Taamei Haminhagim page 210.

1 Ben Ish Chai Matos 2:7, Teshuvos V‘hanhugos 4:58#
Shearim Metzuyanim B’halacha 37:4.

12 Refer to Igros Moshe O.C. 3:58, see Y.D. 2:16223
Divrei Chachuchim page 189:3:footnote 37, Chai HwaiL
4:56:3.

13 Divrei Chachuchim page 189:3, Opinion of the Ounhes
L"Yaakov Y.D. 120:footnote 51.

14 Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita in the name of Horésakov
Kamenetsky zt"l.

15 Refer to Darchei Teshuva 14, L'Torah V'horah 2Zipai2,
Chelkes Yaakov Y.D. 45, Be'er Moshe 2:53, Orchos
Rabbeinu 3:page 85:55 in the name of the Chaz4griTixtz
Eliezer 7:37, 8:26, Yechaveh Da'as 3:60, Chelkasy&nim
120:7, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:451, Kisrei Eliezeyg89:1,
Chai Ha'Levi 4:56:3, quoting the opinion of Horavodher
Shlita, this is the opinion of the Star-K.

% This is the opinion of the OU.

" yabea Omer Y.D. 4:8, Yechaveh Da’'as 3:60. Thishis
custom ofChassidei SkvetChai Ha'Levi 4:56:3).

18 yabea Omer Y.D. 10:10, Teshuvos V’hanhugos ibid.

9 Rivevos Ephraim 3:page 235:19, Chai Ha'Levi 456:

Pyrex / Duralex / Corelle
Since Pyrex, Duralex and Corelle are made from
glass they all requireevilah?°

Enamed
Although Enamel is a glass like substance, thege |s
dispute among theoskimif this item should be
toveledat all. Therefore, one shoutdvel Enamel
utensils without deracha

Teflon
Teflon is comprised of a metal substance and|is
coated with a special type of plastic which |s
slippery. Someposkimfeel that items made from
this material requiréevilah®

Glazed Items

A utensil which is made from a material which do¢
not requiretevilah may still be obligated itevilah
if it is glazed with a material which does require
tevilah A utensil which is glazed from the insid
requirestevilah®® while a utensil which is glazed
from the outside does not requievilah However,
other$® say one shouldovel a utensil which is
glazed from the outside withoutkeerachalif it is
made to hold the utensil in place. Any utensil viahi¢
is heavily glazed would requirevilah Some say
one shouldovel any glazed utensil aftéovelinga
utensil that requires laeracha®*

D
(7]

(D

China/ Stoneware
Someposkimfeel that china which is glazed with a
very thin layer does not requitevilah® However,
otherposkimfeel that china should bdeveledbut
without the reciting of &eracha®® The same is true
for items made from bone china and stonefare.

2 Opinion of Horav Wosner Shlita quoted in Tevikailim
11:37:footnote 30, Orchos Habayis page 79:4, thighie
opinion of the OU, see Yaskil Avdi Y.D. 8:33, Yab&mer
Y.D. 6:12.

2L Horav Yisroel Belsky Shilita, This is the opiniohthe OU.

22 Refer to Shulchan Aruch Y.D. 120:1, Darchei Tesh(6,
18.

% Shach 4, see Chuchmas Adom 73:1, Darchei TeshDya
Aruch Ha’shulchan 28.

# Shach 5.

% Refer to Divrei Chachumim page 189:5, The Laws pf
Pesach a Digest 2006 pages 728-729. This is th@oopof
Horav Yaakov Kamenetsky zt"l (ibid, also see Emes
L'Yaakov Y.D. 120:footnote 52, see ibid: footnot¢)5
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Some inexpensive mugs may seem like they are A utensil would still need to béoveled with a
coated with glass but in reality they are not and

therefore ndevilahis required.

Food Utensils Only

The Gemorali® says that only utensils used for food

require tevilah?® There are a number of different

categories which apply to these types of utensils.
Each one will be discussed below. (Please note: the

obligation to tovel the items discussed in the

following paragraphs is only where they are made

from a material which requirgsvilah).

Utensils Used Directly for Eating Purposes

Utensils which come into direct contact with food

and are used for eating purposes recigvéahwith

a beracha®® An example of this would be knives,
forks, or spoond' A utensil which does not touch
the food does not requitevilah®* An example of

this is a serving tray on which one places disfes.

If the food is placed directly on the tray (everhié
tray is covered with silver foil) then the tray
requirestevilah®*

Utensils Used for the Preparation of Food

A utensil used for the preparation of food would

only requiretevilah with a berachaif it is used for
food which is edible, or if the utensil itself make
the food ediblé® For example, a frying pan or
sandwich maket®

% Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita. Refer to Divrei Clmmmim
ibid. Refer to OU document A-149.

27 Opinion of the OU, Star K and CRC. Refer to Ttk of
Pesach a Digest 2006 pages 728-729 orirthism

% Avoda Zara 75b.

% Rosh 5:35, Rif page 78, Rambam Hilchos Machulssrés
17:5, Tur Y.D. 120, Bais Yosef, Prisha 7, Taz 1u€hmas
Adom 73:71. Refer to L'Torah V’horah 2:pages 44-48.

30 Refer to Shulchan Aruch 120:4, Shach 9, Chuchéwisn
73:9, Aruch Ha'shulchan 32, see Shulchan Aruch@.20:

31 Refer to Tur Y.D. 120, Aruch Ha’shulchan 30.

32 Aruch Ha’shulchan 32.

33 Aruch Ha’shulchan ibid.

3 Refer to Chelkes Yaakov Y.D. 46, Tevilas Keilimge
55:4:footnote 7 in great depth, Chelkes Yaakov 320A cup
cake mold which holds cup cakes does not rieeitath since
it is the derechto put paper cups in the mold (Minchas
Shlomo 2:66:5).

% Refer to Shulchan Aruch 120:5, Shach 10, Taz 7, P
Chadash 5. Aruch Ha’shulchan 35-36, Chai Ha’Le&b48.

% Refer to Aruch Ha’shulchan 35.

berachaeven if after the food or drink is edible

more preparations will be done to the food. F
example, a water urn requirésvilah even though
one will add tea or coffee to the water befo
drinking it.

Utensils Used When Food I s Inedible and Edible
A utensil which is used for food at a stage when t
food is not edible but can also be used when
food is edible requireevilah without aberacha®’
This is even if the utensil is not normally usedhet

later stage. An example of this would be chicken

scissors used for trimming chicken. They &
normally used when the food is raw but can also
used when the food is eataffe.

Utensils Used For Raw Food

A utensil which is used for raw food does not

require tevilah at all. However, this is only if the
utensil can not be used at all when the food

edible®® An example of this would be a rolling pin

which is used for dough. Some say one shoavel
such utensils without laeracha®® This is how many
people areoheg

Storage Utensils

Utensils which are used for storing food which
edible, but are brought to the table shoulddweled
without aberacha™

Electric Items

There is a dispute among thposkim if electric

utensils require tevilah Some say electric
appliances are not considered utensils and do
require tevilah at all since they are regarded &
being attached to the ground (while plugged'n).

37 Refer to Shach 11, Tevilas Keilim 1:3:footnote 5.

% Refer to Shulchan Aruch 120:5, Shach ibid, Tad, iBruch
Ha'shulchan 39, 41, Avnei Yushfei 1:148:3. This tlse
opinion of the OU.

% Refer to Shulchan Aruch 120:5, Taz 7, Chuchmasmid
73:10, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 37:8, see Gra 14 wiko
stringent.

40 Taz ibid.

“L This is the opinion of the OU.

2 Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:450, Bais Avi 1:114, Chelk
Yaakov Y.D. 41.
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Halachically Speaking

Others say being plugged in is not considered
attached to the grourid Others say since electric
appliances may get ruined byelingthem there is
no obligation to do s&' Others say one should take
it apart and have wid should put it back together.
In this situation one would not be obligatedtdoel
the utensil since it is considered as if i created

a new utensif> Others say that one shouldvel
such utensils and they will not get ruined if ttaag
left to dry for 24 hours before being us&dThis is
the custom of many people.

«2 List of Common [tems <
Based on the aforementioned guidelines
following is a list of items which requiréevilah
with aberacha without aberachaor do not require
tevilahat all.

the

Apple Slicer- an apple slicer requirdsvilah with a
berachasince it touches the food at a stage when
the food is ediblé’

Barbeque Grill- only the grill itself requiretevilah
since it touches the food when the food is edible.

Blech- ablechdoes not requirtevilah since it does
not touch the food?® One who placeschallah

directly on theblech shouldtovel the blech with a

beracha

3 Shevet Ha'Levi Y.D. 2:57:3, Chai Ha'lLevi 4:60:5ees
5:66:12.

* L'Torah V'horah 1:page 11. Refer to Igros MosheDY.
1:57-58.

> Chuchmas Adom 73:13, Be’er Moshe 4:100, Tevilasinie
11:50, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:450, Shalmei Moed gpage
552-553, see Orchos Habayis page 81:10. Referotgetk
Bais Aron V'yisroel 115:pages 43-45.

* Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Be’er Moshe 4:100
Rivevos Ephraim 2:172:10, see 3:502. In additionisit
advisable to blow dry the utensil aftéoveling it (Horav
Yisroel Belsky Shlita).

*" This is the opinion of the OU. (Please note whesays the
OU in this issue thespesakimwere reviewed by Horav
Yisroel Belsky Shlita in an article written by Herdorst
Shilita).

8 This is the opinion of the OU.

9 This is the opinion of the OU, Star-K and CRC.

Can Opener- A can opener does not requiexilah
since it does not touch the fodd.

Cake Plate Cover- does not requirtevilahbecause
it does not touch the food.

Chopper- a chopper requirdsvilahwith aberacha
because it is used for food which is editile.

Cookie Shaper- does not requiréevilah because it
touches the food when the food is rfwSome say
one shouldovelthis item without deracha>

Cooking Baking Sheet- requirestevilah with a
beracha because it touches the food when it
edible>

Corkscrew- does not requirtevilah because it does|
not touch the food®

Corn on the Cob Holder- requirestevilah because
it touches the food when the food is editfle.

Crock-pot- a ceramic insert does not requiegilah
with a beracha However, a metal insert require
tevilahwith aberacha®’

Cutting Board- does not requirgevilah since it is
usually wood or plastit®

Egg Yolk Brush- does not requir¢evilah since it
touches the food when the food is not edle.

0 Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Rivevos Ephrairh8¥:2,
Chai Ha'Levi 4:56:13, see 5:66:9, Avnei Yushfei4712, this
is the opinion of the OU and Star-K.

*1 This is the opinion of the OU.

2 This is the opinion of the OU.

>3 Based on Taz ibid.

> This is the opinion of the OU.

> This is the opinion of the OU, Star-K and 16&C.

% Thjs is the opinion of the OU.

>" This is the opinion of the OU.

8 Tevilas Keilim 11:40. This is the opinion of th
Oou.

% Tevilas Keilim 11:79, Hechsheiros page 129, th
is the opinion of the OU.
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Halachically Speaking

Grater- a grater is used for foods which are eaten
raw and not raw therefore one shotdselit with a
beracha®

Hotplate- does not requiréevilah since it does not
touch food®*

Kiddush Cup- requirestevilahwith aberacha®

Metal Flour Sifter- requires tevilah without a
beracha®®

Metal Ice Cream Scooper- requirestevilah with a
beracha because it comes it contact with edible
food

Microwave Oven Tray- A glass microwave oven
tray does not requirgevilah if no food actually
touches the glass. If food is placed directly oa th
glass piece then the tray should tbgeledwith a
beracha®

Nutcracker- requirestevila without aberachaeven
though it does not touch the actual f¢8d.

Oven Rack- does not requireevilah since the food
does not go directly on .

PesachPlate - K’'ayra- although some people are
not aware of this #esachplate should beoveled
with aberacha®

Pizza Cutter - requirestevilah with aberachasince
it is used at a stage when the food is edible.

8 Aruch Ha’shulchan 40, Tevilas Keilim 11:82, Helsbos
4:footnote 44.

®1 This is the opinion of the OU and the CRC.

%2 Tevilas Keilim 11:30, Hechsheiros page 129.

83 Refer to Tevilas Keilim 11:150.

® This is the opinion of the OU.

% Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita. Refer to Star-K dristinyun
See Teharas Hakeilim page 98:footnote 76.

% Rivevos Ephraim 4:187:1, Chelkes Binyomin 120:35,
Shalmei Moed pages 554-555, Minchas Shlomo 2:66¢8,
Chelkes Binyonim biurim ibid:pages 272-273.

%" Tevilas Keilim 11:34, this is the opinion of thaJOJournal
of Halacha and Contemporary Society 19:page 58.

% Rivevos Ephraim 2:172:8.

% This is the opinion of the OU.

Pocket Knife- if a pocket knife is not used for fooc
then it does not requitevilah ™

Pot Cover - requirestevila with aberacha’™

Potato Peeler- A potato peeler which is normally
used for foods which are eaten raw should
toveled without aberacha’ If the peeler is only
used occasionally for food that is ready to berea
like apples then one shouldovel it with a
beracha’®

Refrigerator Shelves- If the food is not placed on
these shelves directly there is no requirement
tevilah™

Salt Shaker- needgevila with aberacha”™

Skewer- if it is made of metal then it requires
tevilahwith aberacha’®

Spatula- if it is metal it requirestevilah with a
beracha’’

Stove Grates- no tevilah is required because foog
does not touch the gratés.

Table- no tevila is required even though food i
placed on it?

Toaster- a toaster requiretevilah with a beracha
according to somposkim® Others say it does not
since the bread is edible even without the toaster

° This is the opinion of the OU.

" Aruch Ha’shulchan 44.

2 Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, Hechsheiros 4:foded3.

3 Refer to Avnei Yushfei 1:148:1.

" Be’er Moshe 4:99, Tevilas Keilim 11:10, Minchalsi@no
2:66:8, Shalmei Moed page 555. Some say it is avexgmpt
because it ibutelto the refrigerator (Shalmei Moed ibid).

5 Shalmei Moed page 556, Minchas Shlomo 2:66:6jldgv
Keilim 11:114.

% This is the opinion of the OU.

" This is the opinion of the OU.

8 Tevilas Keilim 1:64:footnote 60, this is the ominiof the
OU, see Be'er Moshe 4:100, Tevilas Keilim 11:52 tingp the
opinions of Horav Shlomo Zalman Aurbach zt’l, addrav
Wosner Shlita.

9 Shalmei Moed page 556.

8 Shalmei Moed page 556, Divrei Chachumim page11.89:

*5

[e

for

~

)

U7




Halachically Speaking

making it into toast, but one should stitivel the
parts which touch the bre&H.Many have the
custom tatovela toastef?

Toaster Oven- the rack would requirgevilah with
aberachaif food is place directly on the raék.

Tongs- requiretevilah with a berachasince they
touch food when it is edibf¥.

Urn- requiregevilawith aberacha®

Washing cup- does not requirgevilah since it is
not a utensil used atseuda®

8. |gros Moshe Y.D. 3:24, Refer to Igros Moshe Y157,
58.

8 Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita in the name of Horéaakov
Kamenetsky zt"l.

8 This is the opinion of the OU.

8 This is the opinion of the OU.

% Refer to Darchei Teshuva 8, Aruch Ha'shulchanTa®ilas
Keilim page 54, Chelkes Binyomin page 273 “saki@rthos
Habayis page 80:7, this is the opinion of the OldfeR to
Shev Yaakov 31 who is lenient.

8 Chai Ha’'Levi 4:56:11, this is the opinion of tBJ.
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