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OpAOT,

1. The adult Tricenophorus crassus (worm) lives in the intestine of pike. When th pike spawns in
early spring, the trisenophorus crassus releases it’s eggs and then dies.

2. The eggs of the Triaenophorus crassus pass from the gut of the pike into the water. These eggs
arc microscopic; so small it would require 200,000 cggs to cover a 10 cent coin.

3. These tiny cggs hatch into larvae called coracidia. Coracidia arc round in shape and are
covered by hair like filaments which they use to move through the water. Coracidia are the initial
larval stage of the Triaenophorus crassus. They are microscopic in $ize, not visible to the human
eye and not a worm. As coracidia only live about two wecks, they must be eaten by another animal,
otherwise the natural cycle cannot be completed.

4. Coracidia are eaten by zooplankton

(plankter) a tiny animal only a few

millimeters in length which is a crucial coracidia

component of the natural food chain. At (enlarged)

this stage, the coracidia evolve into a second

larval stage called a prooerooid (within the plankter).

The procercoid is shaped like a bullet, still microscopic

in size. A prooercoid can live for about one month Zooplankton

in the plankter, and if it is not caten by a fish, the (enlarged)

procercoid dies and the cycle can not be completed. which
consumes
coracidia

5. When the zooplankton is eaten by a whitefish

or tullibee, it is dissolved by the stomach acids of
the fish and the proceroid is released into the stomach
of the whitcfish. At that stage - it rapidly changes (within hours) into & tiny worm, microscopic in
size, The speed of this change is 50 rapid it has been sometimes compared to a process called
spontanecous generation - & process where organisims were onoe theorized to have appeared from
nothing.

6. The tiny worm than makes it’s way through the stomach wall and into the muscle tissue of the
whitefish or tullibse. A deferisive reaction occurs within the body of the whitefish, encapsulizing
the worm in a small oyst (approximately S millimeters or a quarter of an inch in size). The
Triaenophorus crassus worm may live three or four years in the fish, but as the oyst gradually
shrivels, it will die. If the whitefish or tullibee is eaten by a pike before the encysted
Trigenophorus crassus dies, it can escape from the cyst and live to maturity in the gut of the pike,
where the cycle can begin again the following spring.

These cysts in whitefish and tullibec while harmless to man and warm blooded animals,

are objectionable in appearance to some people. Standards have been established between the
United States and Canada in an effort to ensure that the incidence of Trigenophorus crassus is ow
in whitefish being exported to the United States. The standards in the United States are the most
stringent of any country the Freshwater Fish Marketing Corporation sells into, world-wide.
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